
Almost nothing is known of the early life of the man who brought Christianity to medieval England.      

Augustine was most likely living as a monk in Rome when in 595, Pope Gregory the Great chose him to 

lead a mission to convert the pagan Anglo-Saxons to the Christian faith. Christianity had been present 

in England during Roman times, but with the arrival of the Saxons, most of the country had once again 

reverted to paganism. 

The entourage arrived in the spring of 597 and was well received by King Ethelbert I, whose wife,    

Bertha, was already a Christian. Ethelbert was soon baptized, which encouraged many of his subjects 

to be converted. Reportedly thousands were baptized on Christmas Day 597. Augustine sent a report 

of his remarkable progress to the pope, and Gregory responded by dispatching more missionaries to 

help with the work. 

Augustine was consecrated bishop of the English church in the autumn  of 597 and made his headquar-

ters at Canterbury in a church provided by the king. He founded Christ Church as his cathedral and 

started the monastery of Sts. Peter and Paul (later changed to St. Augustine’s). Canterbury became the 

primary see, or seat of authority, for the church in England, a position it has maintained to the present 

time  

Augustine consecrated 12 more bishops and sent them to other districts to carry on the work of 

preaching and conversion. During the next 90 years most of England was converted by his followers. 

His only failure to win converts was in Wales. These churches refused to accept the authority of the 

pope in Rome and would not cooperate with Augustine in unification with the churches he was found-

ing. 

Augustine died in about 604, a few years after he was made archbishop. His feast day is celebrated on 

May 26. 
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